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3d Ray brother , 

denies King plot ; 

From Sun-Times Wires ' - - ■ 

WASHINGTON— Another brother of convicted assassin 
James Earl Ray denied Friday any part in an alleged conspir-.' 
acy to kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. But he told the Housed 
Assassinations Committee he once applauded the civil rights! 
leader’s death. - ■ 

John Ray, who was arrested Monday at St. Louis on tres- i 
pass and assault charges, entered the House hearing room es-i 
ccrted by six U.S. marshals. John Ray’s lawyer, John Lasar, ! 
said his client was arrested after “wandering into a house by 
mistake.” 

On Thursday, the committee questioned Jerry Ray about 
whether he may have helped finance James Earl Ray’s stalk- 
ing of Dr. King before the assassination at Memphis on April 
4, 1968, and Right to Europe after the killing. - _ 

THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES it has evidence that John 
and Jerry took part in an unsolved §27,000 bank robbery at > 
Alton, 111., in July, 1967, and shared the loot with James Earl; 
Ray. John Ray denied— as Jerry had Thursday— that he was ' 
involved in the robbery. - - ■ ■■'■■■■■■■ 

Committee counsel Mark Speiser asked John Ray about a 
Setter he allegedly wrote to author William Bradford Huie. 

In it, he said of Dr. King’s assassination: “What’s all the 
excitement about? He only killed a nigger. King should have 
bean killed 10 years ago.” 

Asked if he still feels that way, John Ray replied, ‘Td say! 
no . .1 was living in a racial neighborhood i I made a( 
statement ... I got drunk. .It’s possible I made that states 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN RE?. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio) 
asked John if his brothers felt that way— a.; question that: 
sparked a bitter, exchange between Lasar and Stokes. ; 

Stokes threatened the Washington lawyer with contempt 
of Congress and expulsion from the public hearing. 

Lasar protested, “You have not let- me get a word in.”i 

Stokes, visibly angered, replied, “You. are a disgrace.” : ; 

Bristling, Lasar asked Stokes to step outside and repeat ^ 
whaf g >4 



